GRANVILLE AND DISTRICTS REFEREES ASSOCIATION INC.

RESPECT THE OFFICIAL

Officials are volunteers who do it for the love of the game.

Officials aren’t perfect; they do make mistakes, just like the players.

Young officials are especially vulnerable to abuse by adult spectators on the sidelines.

Set a good example for your kids, respect the referee.

Abusing an official won’t change the outcome of the game.

We don’t want to lose ‘em, so don’t abuse ‘em.

We are running out of referees.
Referees are only human


We can be Fathers, Mothers, Brothers, Sisters, Uncles, Aunties, Sons or even Daughters.

We come in all shapes and sizes.

A lot of us are only kids.

Some of us are as young as 14, trying to earn a little pocket money.

Sometimes we referee games without Assistants (previously called linesmen).

Some of us are only new. We only learn by doing.

Sometimes we make mistakes (but not as many as players do) - Even experienced Referees.

Sometimes we view the play from a different angle to a Coach or a spectator.

Sometimes our view is obstructed especially when there are 22 players on the field.
Sometimes we don’t see everything. We can’t call it if we haven’t seen it! No video referees in our sport.
Sometimes we look away for that split second.

Sometimes we have to interpret rules that are ambiguous. 

Sometimes we get upset and take comments to heart.

After all, we are only human. Please give us a fair go.

There are three teams in a game – two teams of players and the officiating team who always try to do their best. 

Try not to argue with our decisions even if you feel they may be incorrect - in most cases the decision will not be changed! Accept it and get on with the game!


Food for thought - so the next time you have a referee at your game show them some respect, treat them with respect and they will respect you and do they best they can to keep your game flowing and referee to the best of their ability!
Richard Baker
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