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GRANVILLE DISTRICT SOCCER REFEREES ASSOCIATION Inc.

Association No: Y1061210

Minutes of General Meeting
No: 07/2005

Venue: Merrylands Bowling Club

Date: 11th August 2005 commencing at approximately 7:30pm

1. Attendance & Apologies: As per record sheet.
2. 1 Minute silence in memory of the Loved Ones of  Paul Micallef, Jim Nicolaou, Saed Antaky and Peter Denham.
3. E & ESC – Educational Session
2.1
Focus on Procedures for the Final Series.
2.2
Please make sure you take a copy of the procedures with you tonight. Keep it with you over the next 3 weeks.

2.3
Praise:  Steve Gilbert, Matthew & Andrew Hayward-Wright


            Tyler O’Neill

2.4 Grading:
· Antonio Terelli passed his 2nd Class 1 Field Test

· Glen Leach goes out for his 2nd Class 2 field test

· Aiden Minard is now full Class 3


Congratulations to all.

2.5
Education on Finals procedures.

2.6
Full Black uniform is expected for the Finals Series. No tracksuits for any reason. Lift the level. Look the part be the part. This is their Finals Series.

2.7
Instructions for Assistants Referees.

4. Branch Coach

3.1
When there is a fight or disturbance on your field, between players or spectators stand back and blow your whistle. At NO time, go in and try to break up a fight, or you may be a statistic. Just record the player’s numbers who are involved and record them in your book. This applies to assistants, keep away, and record numbers of offenders and what they do.

3.2
With the final series with us now, we need to see good cooperation between referees and their assistants. The first thing is that the referee tells his assistants what he or she wants the assistants to do, before the match starts. Always maintain good eye contact, between referee and assistants. When the assistant signals, look at the referee to see what he does. If he does not see you, and does nothing, and there is no advantage to the offending team, pull your flag down. If there is an advantage to the offenders, keep your flag up, but use your common sense. If the referee gets it wrong, ask the referee at half or full time, not during play.

3.3
When a goal is scored, or the referee card’s a player, Make sure that the referee instructs the assistants on who writes first and who is to watch the players, before the game commences

3.4
Where extra time may be played, consult your instructions before the game starts, so that there is no confusion about the extra a time to be played.
3.5
“Golden goal” is being played. Make sure that you know the rules.  Study the procedure

3.6
In short corners & short goal kicks let the teams do it as they want to. Just let them do what they are used to. 
· Juniors retire to their session.

5. Minutes of Previous Meeting – No 06/2005 on 14th July 2005

Moved: Antonio Terelli
Seconded: Greg McLoughlin
6. Webmaster

5.1
A "Google" Search Engine has been added to the Home Page of the website to allow members and visitors to either search the site for information or alternatively search the World Wide Web.  Just set the search for either our site or the Web by clicking on the desired "radio button" and then type in the search information and finally click on the "Search" button. I trust that you find this addition of some use.  It can be found at the bottom of the home page so scroll down and give it a try.

5.2
The FIFA 2005 Laws of the game and FIFA Q & A 2005 have been added to the website.  These can be found under the "Laws" drop down menu, sub menu "Laws of the Game" and then click on the PDF symbol at the bottom of the page for the 2005 Laws of the Game or under the sub menu "Law Questions", then the sub sub menu "FIFA Laws of the Game 2005".  For the FIFA Questions and Answers 2005 these can be located by clicking the "Laws" drop down menu, then the sub menu "Law Questions" followed by the sub menu "FIFA Q & A 2005".  It is interesting to note that there are complete “U” turns with the questions and answers in the “FIFA Q & A 2004 to the newer FIFA Q & A 2005.  If in doubt ask the E. & E. C. for clarification.

· PLEASE NOTE: The FIFA Laws of the Game and FIFA Q & A 2005 are the latest available and don't come into effect in Australia until 2006.  Please refer to the E&ESC of GDSRA before following them as there are differences with what we are running with now.
5.3.
The Payments/Levy Statement members receive each month has been converted to an electronic version and is currently being tested.  It will operate similar to the way you access your appointments.  That is you will use the same "username" and the same 4 digit "password" you have already been given.  The tests are being conducted on the April 2005 Levy and Payment Report given to me by the Treasurer.  I will shortly put this file on line for members to check out their April 2005 Payments and Levies; you can check these against the printed sheet you received for April and advise me of any errors.  Once testing has been completed we will go fully operational with this facility and thereby gain additional savings by not having to post our statements to every member.   With this service members will be able to know exactly how much money they will be paid minus levies due for each month.  The levies will be calculated automatically with each game appointed to and a figure shown as to your payment due.  

5.4
The forum is being used by many and we have had new people register, however, unfortunately it seems to be the same few people who are actively involved in discussions.  With the GDSFA forum being voted to be closed by the clubs we may attract people other than referees to our forum and the forum will have to be monitored more.  There are security procedures set up to try and catch bad language and abuse to prevent it from happening.  May I remind members that it would be appreciated if you registered using controlled e-mail address rather than using hotmail or yahoo accounts?  I really need to know your true identities so it would be appreciated if you let me know who you are.  You can all still use aliases and only I will know your true identities which won’t be published.  If you have nothing to hide and aren’t in the forum to cause trouble it won’t be a problem.  If I am unsure of anyone then I may have to delete them rather than risk problems that happened with the GDSFA forum.  As I said there are stricter controls on our forum but if anyone cause problems they will be banned for a period or in the case of repeated problems be deleted for good.  

5.5
Average Statistics for July 2005 are a fair bit down on last month and are as follows:
· Average hits per hour – 177

· Average hits per day – 4,248

· Average files per day – 1,790

· Average pages per day – 357

· Average visits per day – 122

· Average Kbytes per day – 49,901

5.6
Total hits for July 2005 are as follows:

· Total hits – 131,699

· Total files – 54,499

· Total pages – 11,083

· Total visits – 3,805

· Total Kbytes – 1,236,939

5.7
Appointments Online is the most used page on our website with the most hits of any section.

5.8
Countries Visiting Our Site (Traffic) in July 2005 are as follows:

Australia – 76.07%

Ireland - 12.85%

UK – 6.92%

USA – 2.38%

New Zealand – 1.17%

Netherlands – 0.25%

Norway – 0.13%

Canada – 0.04%

Costa Rica – 0.03%

Germany – 0.03%

Romania – 0.02%

Brazil – 0.01%

Italy – 0.01%

Indonesia – 0.01%

Mexico – 0.01%

Portugal – 0.01%

Saudi Arabia – 0.01%

Spain – 0.01%

Japan – 0.01%

Morocco – 0.005%

Argentina – 0.005%

Austria – 0.005%

South Korea – 0.005%

Poland – 0.005%

Thailand – 0.005%

5.9
Australian use has gone down (nearly 1%) a little however, it is interesting to see New Ireland has gone up a further 2.5% on last month (must be all my Irish relatives logging in?).  Bad news for Jim Nicolaou is that our Greek friends have deserted us this month.
6.
NSWSRI – 2nd August 2005

6.1
Law charts orders need to in swiftly, ordered 350 for GDSRA.

6.2
Champ of Champ commence 18/9/5

6.3
Kuringai Soccer referees branch recruitment success data to be presented at Feb 2006 Seminar.

6.4
Congratulations to GDSRA & GDSFA in stamping out problem behaviour with (players & teams). It has led to two teams being expelled from the Premier League.

6.5
No National Women’s League in November, to be replaced with a National Women’s Championship. This to be held in Canberra from 30th Sept to 19th Oct. These fixtures to be used for Matilda selection.

6.6
Addressing sports rage

· Spectators/parents given official warnings at branch level and meetings, if   

· Problem persists then they are to be deregistered, likewise their children.

· Groups given official warning if problem persists then team they are connected   

· Will be removed from the competition.
· Club officials: - to be treated like players red card if necessary & face    

· Judiciary...

7.
GDSFA Judiciary

7.1
Life sentences have been imposed. One appeal has been rejected, the life sentence upheld.
8.
GDSFA General Meeting – – 27th July 2005

8.1
President:

1. Minutes of previous meeting accepted subject to the following amendment from Granville Waratah: “That it was not a true reflection of what was discussed on violence and the actions to be taken” The following was to be added to the minutes: “A motion was put to include Parramatta City’s motion and that every club abide by the zero tolerance with the MC have the power to suspend teams for the season if required for acts of violence and bringing the game into disrepute with no club to appeal.  It was found that the MC already had that power so the motion was withdrawn and all clubs would support the zero tolerance drive with no appeal”

2. A motion was put to accept these amendments and was passed unanimously.

8.2
Secretary:

1. Nil Report as Michael Briggs was recovering from an operation.

8.3
Treasurer:

1. Details as per minutes of MC meeting distributed to clubs and GDSRA.

2. Confirmation, because of problems with results that team sheets are to be signed after the game by managers and not before.  GDSRA to inform its referees that this must happen and certainly next year should be enforced (it is written on the team sheet that this is the procedure).  However, at the moment GDSFA are not too worried if the odd sheet is signed before the game.  Referees are not to insist that it be signed before the game and must ensure that the team sheet is checked and signed by managers after the game. 

8.4
Vice President:

1.
No report as Dennis Grace was absent at judiciary.

8.5
Ladies Delegate:

1. Fun skills session will run in November and a Gala day at Parramatta City’s ground for Under 10’s, 12’s, 14’s and 16’s Girls.

2. Next Ladies meeting will be in October, 2005 – date to be advised.

3. Clubs are requesting that GDSFA have Under 10’s and Under 19’s teams next season.

4. President’s Cup (Ladies) is next Wednesday night at Coleman Park with the Kick Off at 7:15 pm.  Teams involved are Lidcombe Waratah and Merrylands SFC.

8.6
Registrar:

1. Late registrations from this week will mean players can play in the finals series.

2. MC ID cards have been issued to all MC members to identify them at grounds.

3. Only registered players, coaches and managers and officials (referees, ground officials) are allowed inside the ropes or red line.  Cards are not allowed to be borrowed form others for people standing in for coaches and managers. It is up to the clubs to make sure all coaches and managers have own ID Card and not one given to them on the day by another coach/manager they are filling in for.

4. Referees are requested to check Coaches and Managers ID cards.

5. Clubs need to remind Steve of suspended players returning so cards can be organised.

6. Teams in the same division can’t borrow players between black and white teams from their clubs if they have two teams in that division.

8.7
Competition Secretary:

1. Low number of clubs to nominating for finals series games.

2. Outstanding catch up games have still not been played?  These need to be organised before Round 18.

3. Last two Premier League rounds are Saturday August 13, 2005 and Saturday August 20, 2005.  Finals are on Saturday August 27, 2005 with 1 vs. 4 and 2 vs. 3.  Grand Final is at Melita Stadium on Saturday September 3, 2005 with Reserve Grade at 11:00 am and 1st Grade at 1:00 pm because of Annual Function on that night.

4. Decisions on which clubs are hosting Final Series games will be given out next week.

8.8
GDSRA:

1. Reminded clubs that only a max of 9 registered players, coaches or managers are allowed in the technical area for each side.

2. Advised that there has been an increase in players wearing rubber band type bracelets which are not allowed and classed as jewellery.  Players can get their fingers caught in them causing them possible damage.

3. Complaints – mainly from Castle Hill United that our referees are very inconsistent and why aren’t we doing something about it.  I advised that we have issued instructions at meetings and have even called a special meeting on the subject however; some members still don’t attend these.  Information has been posted on our website and sent to all members.  I reminded clubs that referees are human and do make the odd mistake but not as many as players do in the game yet we are expected to be perfect.  Referees have to gain experience too and that judgements will naturally vary slightly between my colleagues.  We lose referees because of constant abuse from the side lines and on the field and I asked that clubs understand that we are trying to instil consistency in decision making during every game our members officiate at.  Could they please help by instructing their coaches, managers and spectators to curb the abuse being thrown especially at our junior referees?

4. I also advised again that we inspect referees on a regular basis depending on availability of inspectors.  I reminded clubs that senior referees who are inspectors referee in the afternoons so it is sometimes hard to inspect senior referees.  If any clubs have any complaints about a referee’s performance please contact our President and Secretary as advised earlier tonight.

5. I was asked due we act on the evaluation sheets (Dundas) and stated that we do view them regularly; however, we are not getting very many returned to us.  Clubs were advised by Ken Bray that they had been given pads to issue these to teams and that it would appear that they only get used when a coach or manager is upset with a referees handling of the game.  They were asked to fill out more to assist GDSRA in helping referees.  I asked did they want us to hand them out at the start of each game as we used to and there was a mixed response to this with most clubs agreeing that it was ok for them to handle.

6. As it was the business end of the season I advised that games with a bearing on the finals series would probably take preference in the allocation of referees and that those games have no bearing may not be covered regardless of status.  That is a Senior 1 game between the bottom two teams having no bearing on the top four probably won’t have a referee but a Senior 8’s 4th vs. 5th will.  I stated that, as agreed, the Premier League games will still be covered with a full crew of officials.

7. I received a cheque from Guildford True Blues for $35.50 for an outstanding payment to GDSRA.

8. Complaint from clubs that they had been sent reminders about overdue payments dated July 18, 2005 when the original account was dated July 20, 2005.  I advised them of the fact that our Treasurer’s wife was very sick in hospital and not expected to live (I was not aware at the time I spoke that she had indeed sadly passed away) and could they please have some consideration for him during this difficult time.  General concern was shown by all club delegates for Paul’s situation and promised to assist as best they could with payments.

8.9
General Business:

1. Motion by Dundas was put to remove the GDSFA Forum from their website due to abusive language especially from the 14/2’s thread plus other inappropriate posts.  There was a lengthy discussion by those for it staying and those for its removal.  Most were in agreement that a minority had spoiled it for the majority who were using it correctly and that it was a good information source.  However, when put to the vote the majority of clubs (21-14) voted for its removal.  The forum will be removed in the next few days and Ray Frangie from St Josephs (MC designated Computer Guru) will be looking at setting up a more controllable forum with better means for deleting offenders for next season. 

2. Castle Hill United’s 18/1’s have been withdraw again from the competition under a different clause in the by laws and constitution.  Daryl Verity (President) stressed that the MC had made a mistake in its first instant of suspending the team which CHU appealed and won on.  He made it clear it was their fault and not CHU’s and they shouldn’t be abused for appealing on a technicality.  He stated that they have accepted the latest decision, under part 14 on page 30 of the constitution and by laws, and will abide by the zero tolerance agreed by all clubs

3. David Hawke of Dundas United has organised a sub committee (with the blessing of the MC) on Rage (violence) in GDSFA with a few clubs attending the first meeting.  It was a fruitful discussion with the conclusion that better education is needed.  Man management (which referees use a great deal) needs to be put in place at the club level.  He didn’t want to go into detail until further discussions had taken place however, he did say that recommendations have been made and will be introduced in 2006.  If any clubs have views could they please forward then to the GDSFA Secretary who will then forward them onto the sub committee.

4. Each team involved in the Final Series is to provide a ground official to allow the host club to organise the ground set up, canteens, etc.  If host clubs had spare people then they acting as extra ground officials would be appreciated by GDSFA.

5. Association trophies should have been returned by June 30th.  Many are still outstanding.  Could clubs please return them immediately?

6.
It was requested that GDSRA provide a sheet to GDSFA on Penalty Shoot Outs for the Finals Series so that all clubs are aware of the procedures.  Remember to that in spite of what is written in the handbook we will be using Golden Goal in the Finals Series this year as agree. 
9.
Liaison Officer

9.1
Nil

10.
Equipment Officer

10.1
Shirts arrived but were again rejected. They have been sent back and the order cancelled. We will be starting all over again next year.
11.
Appointments

11.1
Senior teams out and redraws of Premier League resulting in many refs round only get 1 game.

11.2
Appointments for semi final series the following taken into account; availability, reliability, ability, fitness test, meetings, inspections, club appraisals, and input from Branch Coach and E&ESC.

11.3
Many of our members are involved in the semis as players, coaches, managers. All the best.

11.4
Finals of Thistle, President and Cottam Cup have been played.  Parramatta City 2 Guildford 0 Merrylands 4 Lidcombe Waratah 3 Auburn 3 Guildford 2. All match officials did an excellent job.

11.5
Round 1 Presidents Cup 8/6/05 Round 1 Thistle Cup 12/6/05.
11.6
Go to the field you are appointed to and Referee the game on that field.
12
E&ESC

12.1
Glenn Leach has passed his first Class 2 field test.
13.
Ordinary Members

13.1
Nil.
14.
Secretary

14.1
2005 Procedures for Final Series get your copy.
15.
Treasurer

15.1
As at 18th July 2005: The clubs listed below are now outstanding with their May fees (a couple with their April fees as well) as I am just about ready to issue the June Charges we have to try and recover these outstanding fees.  I have sent statements to these clubs today asking for payment within 7 days.  Norwest still owes us money for April & May

· Baulkham Hills        $1984.00

· Dundas                    $1140.75

· Ermington                $394.00

· Merrylands SFC       $945.00

· North Rocks              $1493.00

· Norwest                      April $641.00  May $295.00

· Pendle hill                 $1904.50

· St Joseph                  $766.00

· Toongabbie             $42.00

· Guildford True Blues $35.00

· Auburn                            $624.50 (APRIL ACCOUNT)  Moving house

· Granville Waratah          $301.75

· Guildford County            $1064.50  Not able to contact

· Hills United                      $  85.50

· Lidcombe Falcons         $ 422.00
Will be followed up
15.2
If you do not sign the team sheet you will not be paid

15.3
Check the blue payment slip and ensure that it is legible.

15.4
If you are appointed to a game as an assistant and the referee does not turn up please go help another referee who does not have an assistant. 
16. Assistant Secretary

16.1 Nil.

· Juniors to return from their session.

17. Dinosaur’s Corner (subject to availability)

17.1
An attacker is running with the ball when it strikes the AR who is running on the field of play.  Thinking it should now be a throw in, a player from the defending team picks up the ball to throw it in.  As the Referee what do you do?  (Note: the ball did not leave the field of play)
18.
General Business
18.1
You do not contact the GDSFA Secretary
18.2
Only authorized people are to be in the Technical area

18.3
There will be no smoking in the technical area. Also near the fields
18.4
Members calling the G&DSFA Secretary to discuss suspension of team officials — not to occur — none of your business — this is between the GDSFA MC and the team official
18.5
The Technical area / inside rope — only authorised officials with correct Orange ID Card — otherwise do not start game and forward me a report — if a problem stop the game
18.6
No smoking by Match Officials in Technical Area and/or playing field

18.7
Observe KO Times

18.8
Observe duration of half time 5 minutes

18.9
All fields will have a senior referee from the first game — if in doubt about anything go and see them

18.10
Team Officials have been instructed by GDSFA not to discuss performance with Match Officials at halftime and/or full time.

18.11
If you are offended by remarks — restrain yourself — say nothing — do nothing — but write down what is said / done and the identity of the person and forward me a report.

18.12
Score on team sheet to read goals and penalties — example 2 — 2 on goals; 5 — 4 on penalties

18.13
Revisit your law book — read the procedures and make certain that you understand them

18.14
We have 192 active referees for those that attended tonight’s meeting please bring those up to speed that did not attend this meeting.

18.15
Thanks from the Hayes family for the support given to Matthew after an incident where Matthew was assaulted.

18.16
James Hunt, Nicholas Backo and James Watton will be representing us at the Cadet Titles this year.

18.17
It is not acceptable that when we send our Referees out to upgrade there are no Assistants. This is noted.

18.18
Badges presented to:   Daniel Gilbert and Matthew Lodden

Raffle drawn     




Meeting closed at 9:50 PM, Next Meeting will be the AGM in November.
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